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International Conference

Abulaia and the Early 
Maimonideans: 
Trends, Approaches, and 
Sceptical Strategies 
The conference focuses on the diferent trends 
and sceptical attitudes Maimonideanism took 

in the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries 

by examining various approaches to major 

religious topics such as the nature of the Torah, 

the commandments, the Hebrew language, 

the people of Israel, and the land of Israel. This 

comparative approach points to distinctive 

philosophical trends—as represented by 

Samuel ibn Tibbon, Shem Tov ibn Falquera, 

Joseph ibn Caspi, Levi ben Abraham, Isaac 

Albalag, Moshe Narboni, Zerahyah Hen, and 

Hillel of Verona—focusing on major Jewish 

religious topics. Among these trends, the place 

of Abraham Abulaia and the early writings of 
R. Joseph Gikatilla, who wrote some forms of

commentaries on Maimonides’ Guide of the

Perplexed stands out. The questions to be asked

are whether it is possible to draw a map of

radical versus conservative Maimonideanism

and whether the two Kabbalists are as radical

as the philosophers when dealing with the

same topics.
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MONDAY, March 12, 2018 
Life in Naples 

10:30 Naples as Mediterranean Crossroads 
David	Abulaia	
(University of Cambridge/UK) 

11:30 Abulaia’s Commentaries on 
the Guide of the Perplexed 
Moshe Idel 
(Hebrew University of Jerusalem/Israel) 

12:30 Lunch break

14:00 Commentaries on the Guide of the Perplexed II 
Gitit Holtzman 
(Levinsky College Tel Aviv/Israel) 

15:00 Abulaia and Hillel of Verona on 
the Guide of the Perplexed 
Yossi Schwartz 
(Tel Aviv University/Israel) 

16:00 Coffee Break 

16:30 Inner Speech (endophasia) in the Thought 
of Maimonides and Abulaia 
Arje Krawczyk 
(Jewish Historical Institute, Warsaw/Poland) 

TUESDAY, March 13, 2018 
Torah, Tablets of Stone, and 

Mount Sinai’s Revelation 
10:00 The Law of Moses in Maimonides, Abulaia 

and Maimonideans 
Steven Harvey 
(Bar-Ilan University, Ramat-Gan/Israel) 

11:30 Coffee Break 

12:00 Tablets of Stone—between Maimonides 
and Abulaia 
Daniel Davies and Racheli Haliva 
(Universität Hamburg/Germany) 

13:30 Lunch break 

14:30 Kabbalistic Reading of Maimonides’ 
Concept of Revelation 
Adam Afterman 
(Tel Aviv University/Israel)

16:00 Coffee Break 

16:30 Translations and Commentaries of Abulaia 
Fabrizio Lelli 
(Università del Salento/Italy) 

WEDNESDAY, March 14, 2018 
Between Prophecy and Philosophy 

10:00 Maimonides and Abulaia on Prophecy 
Haim Kreisel 
(Ben-Gurion University of the Negev, Beer-Sheva/Israel) 

11:30 Coffee Break 

12:00  The Status of the Text and the Use of Language
in Maimonides and Abulaia 
Elke Morlok 
(Goethe-Universität Frankfurt/Germany) 

13:30 Lunch break

14:30 The Account of the Chariot in Maimonides, 
Abulaia, and Provencal Thinkers 
Ofer Elior 
(Ben-Gurion University of the Negev, Beer-Sheva and  
Hebrew University of Jerusalem/Israel) 

THURSDAY, March 15, 2018
The Land of Israel and the Hebrew Language

10:00 The Role of Language in Maimonides 
and Abulaia’s Thought
Josef Stern 
(University of Chicago/USA)

11:30  Coffee Break

12:00  Maimonides, Abulaia, and Joseph ibn Kaspi on 

13:30  

the Hebrew Language 
Hanna Kasher 
(Bar-Ilan University, Ramat-Gan/Israel)

Lunch BREAK

14:30  Maimonides, Abulaia, and Spinoza
Zev Harvey 
(Hebrew University of Jerusalem/Israel)

15:15  Response 
José María Sánchez de León Serrano 
(Universität Hamburg/Germany)

15:45 Conclusion

Programme


